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life, among refugees fleeing the fighting that 
still raged in northern Italy. 

After the war, Dr. Levi-Montalcini joined 
Hamburger at Washington University in St. 
Louis. There began her collaboration with Dr. 
Stanley Cohen with whom she shared the 
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 1986. 
Together they studied the biochemistry of 
nerve growth and revolutionized the study of 
cell growth and development. She flourished 
at Washington University but always main-
tained close ties to Italy and to a new genera-
tion of Italian scientists. She helped found the 
Institute of Cell Biology in Rome and became 
its first director. She died in Rome on Decem-
ber 30 at the age of 103. She continues to in-
spire us, and we do well to remember her 
brave advice, ‘‘Above all, do not fear difficult 
moments. The best comes from them.’’ 
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IN HONOR OF CAROL WALTER 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 4, 2013 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of Carol Walter of 
the Connecticut Coalition to End Homeless-
ness (CCEH). A tireless advocate for our 
State’s most vulnerable citizens, Carol passed 
away on Thursday, December 27th. 

Carol’s dedication to people and service 
was apparent in her extensive achievements 
and contributions to our State. She began her 
career working in shelters in many of the larg-
est communities across the State. Displaying 
a knack for leadership and an entrepreneurial 
spirit, Carol moved on to the Connecticut Aids 
Resource Coalition where she founded the 
National Working Positive Coalition. She be-
came director of CCEH in 2006. 

While heading the Coalition, she helped in-
stitute greater coordination of services among 
nonprofits, managed the annual Point-In-Time 
homeless census, and led the State in rapid 
re-housing and shelter diversion strategies. 
Carol’s years of dedication and tireless hard 
work impacted countless lives across our 
State. Due in large degree to Carol’s leader-
ship statewide, there has been historic 
progress made in the effort to combat home-
lessness in Connecticut’s Second Congres-
sional District. 

Carol’s passing marks an irreplaceable loss 
for our community, for the fight against home-
lessness, and the battle to provide justice for 
underserved communities. Carol leaves be-
hind a lasting legacy of passionate service to 
those in need. I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in honoring Carol’s life and accomplish-
ments. 
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HONORING COLONEL SAMI D. SAID 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 4, 2013 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Colonel Sami D. Said for his many 
years of dedication and service to the United 
States. After almost two years of serving as 
Commander for the 144th Fighter Wing, Cali-

fornia Air National Guard, Colonel Said will be 
promoted to the rank of Brigadier General and 
will serve a tour in Afghanistan. 

Colonel Said has devoted his life to serving 
the United States. He began his career in 
1991 at the 159th Fighter Squadron in Jack-
sonville, Florida where he was a Pilot Trainee 
and then an F–16 Fighter Pilot. Colonel Said 
held other duties at the 159th Fighter Squad-
ron, including Chief of Standardization and 
Evaluation, Instructor Pilot, Weapons Officer, 
and Squadron Operations Officer. 

In June 2003, Colonel Said completed his 
time with the 159th Fighter Squadron and 
went on to become the Commander of the 
125th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron. He was 
also the Wing Special Projects Officer (ORI) 
and the Chief of Wing Operations for the 
125th Fighter Wing. After spending two years 
with the 125th Fighter Wing, Colonel Said 
served as a National Security Fellow at Har-
vard Kennedy School of Government. 

Colonel Said worked in Washington, DC, for 
three years serving at the Pentagon from 2008 
to 2011. He worked in the Office of the Sec-
retary of Defense as a Military Assistant to the 
Department of Defense Transition Team and 
Chief of Staff/Senior Military Assistant to the 
Under Secretary of Defense, Acquisition, 
Technology and Logistics. 

Along with his vast experience and knowl-
edge, Colonel Said has received numerous 
awards and decorations. These include the 
Defense Superior Service Medal, Meritorious 
Service Medal with three oak leaf clusters, 
Combat Readiness Medal with five oak leaf 
clusters, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, 
and Global War on Terrorism Service Medal. 

In April 2011, Colonel Said became the 
Commander for the 144th Fighter Wing in 
Fresno, California. While he was in Fresno for 
a short period of time, our community bene-
fited from his time here. We will be sad to see 
him go. As he moves on to proudly serve our 
country overseas in Afghanistan, Colonel 
Said’s expertise and many years of experi-
ence will be greatly missed at the 144th Fight-
er Wing. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Colonel Sami Said on his up-
coming promotion to the rank of Brigadier 
General and wish him well in his next tour of 
service. Our country will always be gracious 
for his hard work and unwavering service. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICK MULVANEY 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 4, 2013 

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 5, I missed rollcall No. 5 on January 3, 
2013. I was with my family and unable to 
make it to the floor. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. SHELDON KAPEN 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 4, 2013 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to pay tribute to the memory of a 

great citizen of the State of Michigan, the late 
Dr. Sheldon Kapen. Sadly, Dr. Kapen passed 
away on Thanksgiving Day at the age of 77. 

He was the longtime Chairman of the De-
partment of Neurology at the John V. Dingell 
Veterans Administration Hospital in Detroit and 
a leading figure in the field of sleep disorders 
research who made many outstanding discov-
eries and contributions. The plaque which 
honors him at the VA hospital calls Dr. Kapen 
‘‘A Physician, a teacher, a scientist, a leader, 
and a friend’’. 

My sincerest condolences go out to his fam-
ily. I would like to place into the RECORD an 
article from the VA Hospital bulletin on the oc-
casion of the naming of the Sheldon Kapen 
Sleep Laboratory last year as well as an obit-
uary that appeared in the Wayne State Univer-
sity newspaper. 

DETROIT VAMC SLEEP CLINIC HONORS DR. 
KAPEN 

(By Alysse Mengason) 
This fall, the Detroit VAMC staff and pa-

tients paid tribute to one of its long-time 
physicians, hanging a plaque in his honor in 
the sleep clinic. 

Dr. Sheldon Kapen’s legacy is represented 
in the sleep lab, which he founded in 1985, 
when he took over a new 2 bed unit in the old 
Detroit VAMC in Allen Park. Dr. Kapen 
started the first sleep lab in any VA facility. 
Dr. Kapen achieved many successes over the 
years. Among the grants he won, Dr. Kapen 
received a VA Research Grant to study 
stroke and sleep. 

When the Detroit VA Medical Center 
moved to Detroit and became the John D. 
Dingell VA Medical Center, Dr. Kapen was 
able to expand the clinic into a new 8 bed fa-
cility with state of the art equipment and 
more staff. 

Dr. Kapen’s sleep medicine and laboratory 
was the first VA sleep lab to be accredited, 
and approximately the 20th in the nation 
(there are now about 1,000 accredited sleep 
labs in the U.S.). He also had the first VA- 
based accredited fellowship program in 1989 
(the 4th overall in the country) and it has 
also been reaccredited multiple times. 

In his more than 30 years with the VA, Dr. 
Kapen has trained dozens of physicians, and 
continues to train and supervise sleep fel-
lows from Wayne State University. 

(Nov. 26, 2012) 
DR. SHELDON KAPEN, LONGTIME NEUROLOGY 

FACULTY MEMBER, DIES 
Dr. Sheldon Kapen, M.D., 77, of West 

Bloomfield, Mich., died Nov. 22. 
Dr. Kapen was a longtime member of the 

Wayne State University Department of Neu-
rology and chief of Neurology at the John 
Dingell Veterans Administration Hospital 
for 25 years until his retirement in November 
2011. 

‘‘Sheldon Kapen was an important contrib-
utor to the academic and clinical missions of 
the Department of Neurology and the Vet-
erans Administration hospital for many 
years,’’ said Robert Lisak, M.D., professor 
and former chair of Neurology. ‘‘He was a 
pioneer in the study of and treatment of dis-
orders of sleep. For that reason the sleep lab-
oratory at the John Dingell VA Hospital was 
recently named in his honor. Shelly was a 
dedicated physician and a person of integ-
rity. He will be missed.’’ 

The funeral was held Nov. 23 at the Ira 
Kaufman Chapel, 18325 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Southfield. 

The family of Dr. Kapen will gather 
through the evening of Nov. 26 at 4564 Fair-
way Ridge Court, West Bloomfield, for 
friends to call. The phone number is 248–626– 
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